Senate Appropriat-ions Report

Texicology Hrogram Inierogency Lenter jor the Kvalua-
tum Aizematwe Methods [ Interagency wmnm%mm Tohne

alidation of Alternative Methods [NICEATM/
Gomm.lttee com.::fnenda the % TM/ICCVAM for its role in the

assessment of new, revised and allernative scientifically validated
m;fhoda for the Federal Government. The Commitise also com-
mends ‘the National Toxicology Program [NTP] for its
“Roadmap to Achieve the NTP Visien.”
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The Committes encourapes the NICEATMACCVAM, N'IW
ship with the relevant Fe egenciea to build on the Road-
map to create 8 b-year plan to research, develop, translate and..
validate new and revised non-snimal and other alternative 28sdys
for integration of mlmanx and relmble methods into the Federal
agency testing tiee encourages the Federa]

omwndenﬁb'mudughm

and re non-animal and alternative nss re| ment,
O loras s s it e blwwhendeelomng
encourages relevant agencies to in Vi
thiﬂplan.%ﬂomm%ﬁeﬁnﬁermquestsalﬂtusmpﬂﬂdm

the hscal year b“d%e
Porkinson’s Disense Committee commends the NIEHS on
the work of its Collaborative Centers for Parkinson’s Discase Envi-
Research [CCPDER] Consortium Program to fostal' muL

ﬁdmuplmary research a roaches to elucidate Nﬁn&e in
HS to work

interactions in PD. The
conj unchunwurhatherNﬂilnshmtesandtheCentaswahnem

Connol and Prevention as netesaaz to conduct an investigation
and prepare and submit & report to the Committee on the incidence
of Parkinson'’s disease, including age, occupation, and geographic
population clusters, and related environmentsal factors relating to
thgd:sessep'll‘i;e mg‘olgghallbembmﬁed Jﬁ%h@?
trategic n— ommittee comm preparing
s new Strategic Plan to speed its progress in understanding bow
the environment influences the development and of dis-
ease. The Commities noles es the goéls of building inte-
ted environmenta! bealth res programs to address prob-
f::u in human biolegy and human disease and of fostering the de-
velo ment ofc{mrtnershlps between NIH, other research agencies,
, and community orgamzatlm.e to improve
!:mman health

Voleenic Emissions —The Committee eontinues to have concerns
about the public heslth impacts of volcanic emissiong in Hawaii.
Such emissions contribute to the exacerbation of 2 myriad of pre- &n_

health conditions in many island residents,
dren. acute and long-term impact that these emissions have on
both the heaJthy and pre-disposed residents werrants further
study. The Committee strongly edvises the NIH to embrace a
multi-disciplinary approach in studying the short~ and long-term
health effects of volcanic emissions, and to consider the establish-
ment of @ center dedicated to such research.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON AGING

Srsepriations, 3000 ,
House allowance 1,088,828,000
Committee recommendation :
The Committee recommendsation includes $1,048,912,000 for the
Nationz]l Institute on Aging [NIAL The bndgat requut was
$1,089,828,000 and the fiscal year 2006 appropristion was
$1 045, 912 000. The comparable amounts for the b { estimate
include funds to be transferred from the Office of S Research.
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work and funding for SMA research. Specifically, the Committee
encourages NICHD to coordinate funding with S to ensure
increased participation of investigators in SMA and developmenta]
neurobiology relévant to SMA. Further; the Committee encourages
NICHD to take the lead on developing a croas-institute worlang
group comprised of NICHD, NINDS and NIGME to study broader
guestions of care and the role of exercise and nutrition on SMA and
other neuromuscular disease.

Stillbirth.—The Committee applauds NICHD's efforts in address.
ing stillbirth, a major public health issue. The Committee is. aware
that NICHD cooperative network has initiated a pilot study with
the overall study unsing a standard protocol planned to start thia
year, and encourages NICHD to continue to support this effort.

NATIORAL EYE INSTITUTE

The Committes recommends $661,358,000 for the National Eye
Institute (NEI), which ie 85,398,000 below the fiscal year 2006 ap-
propriation and the same as the, budget request. , >

Mission.—NEI conducts and supports basic and clinical research,
research training, and other programa with re:fect to blinding eye
diseases, visua] di ers, mechanisma of visual function, preserva-
tion of sight, and the special heslth problems and needs of individ-
uals who are 9i.sually-imgai.red.uox blind. In addition, NEI is respon-
sible for the dissemination of information, specifically public and
professionsl education programs aimed at the prévention of blind-
ness,

Diabetic eye’ disease.—The Committee applauds NEI for the col-
luborative efforts of the Diabetic Hntinoslathy Clinical Research
Netweork to test innovative treatment for diabetic eye disesse. The
Inatitute is encouraged to expand and extend the netwark by ‘in-
creasing pumber of clinical trials with new drugs and, Ta-

the o
peutics that can reverse or prevent diabetic retinopathy.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENCES

The Committes recomimends $637,323,000 for the National Insti-
tute of Environmental Health Brienca : ), which is
$3,808,000 below the fiscal ysar 2006 ‘appropriation and the same
as the budget request. -

Mission.—The mission of NIEHES is to prevent dissase and im-
prove human health by using environmenfal sciences to under-
stand human biology and disease. This mission is achieved through
conducting -and supporting disemse-orieited ' biomedical research
(besic, integrative, clinical, end epidemiologic}, enhancing research
capacity-in. enviruumental:hpglt_h_'lz.sﬂgnm;.ﬁﬁvenﬁbn';m -interven-
tion strategies, and commuiitation with researchers, public health
and health care providers, and the public,

Asthma.—Qiven the link between environmental factors and the
onset of COPD, and gnlmmm fibrogls, the Committee en-
courages NIEHS to further develop research initiatives to under-
stand the environmental and genetic risk factors for predisposing
some individuals to and in cuntrolling the sevarity 0? these lung
diseases. i

Autism spectrum disorders.—The Committee is aware of the im-
portant research inte the genetic and environmental basis of au-

leats, when this is scientifically valid and
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tism spectrum disorders. Accordingly, the Committee encourages
the Institute to expand its support and funding for gene-environ-
ment interaction research in autiam, and encnuxngas the institute
to expand its work with and support for similar public-private part-
nerships.
Mercury.—In order to properly research gaps in the area of mer-
cury exposure and brain chemistry, and given recent hearings on
mﬂ'ﬁ;? exposure and relationships between autism and Alz-
heimer's disease and mercury exposure, NIEHS is'encauraged to
pursue studies of how inorganic meycury and organic mercury com-
pounds (including ethyl, methyl, and other forms of mercury from
all mm!:an) are processed in the bodies of children and adults.
NTEHS is also enoou:;gad to support studies of the toxic effects of
inorganic mercury and organic mere compounda on the nervous
nﬁwﬂﬂ of young children, ndul'.t;'. a‘;ﬁv the eldérly and methods of
y removing mercury and mercury-containing ci i

om e brajow o€ atfiétad humags, {54 S
_National Toxicols rem Inferagency Center for the Evalua-
tion of Alternatjbe Methods [ Tnteragency Coordlnating Committee on
the Validation of Alternative Methoda (NICEATM [ ICCVAM).—The
Commiltes commends the NICEATM/ICCVAM for its leadership
role in the assessment of new, revised and alternative scientifically
validated methods. for the federal government. The Committee also
commends thé National Toxicology Program (NTP) for finalizing its
‘Roadmap to Achieve the NTP' Vision, A Toxicology Program for
the 21st Century”, which commits to “develop :Ig validate im-
ved festing methods and, where feasible, epsura that they re-
uce, refine ar replace the uge ‘of apimals” as gne of its top four

goals. 7
The Committes requests that the NICEAT, MACEV. in part-
with the relavant foderal agency prograss oioe: and tos

nershi

NTE, build on.the NTP Roadimap to create.a fiveyear plan £o
o b i CHamalata acd validats S And rovioed Lo enic]
and other alternative aasaye; for integration of relevant and reliabile
methods into ths federal agen testing progeams. In this five-yea
\p'ﬁ}n,. the Committee: expects. that federal agency program offices
Aill idantify aras of high priority for new and revised non-animal
and ultsrative apaaya or bsteriea of, those assuyp to create a path

orward for thie teplacement, reduction and rﬁnnmant of

: , a riate. The Com-
a{*@e o the p " by ?{%vgfmber wﬂgggfmﬂnmmugo
20 cxpacts, that. the cost of sssemb is plan wi re-
duge:the NIGEATM/ICCVAM funding bape. © ° P10 *ill not ro
. Parkinson's diséase (PD).—The Committee commends the NIEHS
o the work of ita Collaborative Cénters. for Parkinson's Discase
mujaonmantal Research (CCPDER) Consortium Program to foster
x itidisciplinary research approaches to discover gene-environ-
w:nt Interactions in PD. The Committes encourages NIEHS to
ork in conjunction with other NIH institutes and CDC. as nec-
a‘i&r)'.' to investigate and submit a report, to the House and Senate
. MI:’I.‘M"’“.."“ Appropriations, on the incidence of Parkinson’s dis-
Ry incl age, occupation, and geographic. population clusters
d related environmental factors relating ta disease. The
ttee requests the report by June 30, 2007. ’
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